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“Lord God, be on my mind, on my lips and in my heart as I humbly proclaim your Word”

Lector Responsibilities
Before Mass 

Arrive 10-15 minutes early, go to the Sacristy and check-in.  Determine who will preside over Mass, who is assisting, who the altar servers and EMOCs are as well as who will provide the music.  Complete the sheet and check for any additional info.  Check to see if the microphone is on, usually only 5:30 pm & 7:30 am need to check.

A few minutes before Mass starts and after Father has gone to the back of the Church, leave the Sacristy, bow to the Tabernacle and proceed to the ambo. Read the Welcome, bow at the base of the stairs and then proceed to back of Church.
Processional  

Processional order is as follows: Altar Servers, Lector, EMOC, Deacon and Priest.
Process to front of Church, move to the side and when the Priest genuflects, do the same.  You can then go to your seat. 

If carrying the Book of Gospels, go up and put book on the Altar then go back down steps and genuflect when Father genuflects. If there is a Deacon, he will carry the Book of Gospels. The Book of Gospels does not get carried out at the end of Mass.

Father would like Lectors to sit in the first couple of rows in the front of Church, your families can be with you, just make sure you are on the end.

Reading 

When everyone sits, that is your cue to go to the Altar and read. Bow before going up the steps and then go to the ambo to read.   After the first reading, sit in chair on Altar.  If there is no music, say a reverent Hail Mary and read the Responsorial Psalm.  Return to chair on Altar after the Responsorial Psalm and say a Hail Mary before the second reading.  If there is music, after the cantor finishes the Responsorial Psalm, say a Hail Mary before starting the second reading. If the Book of Gospels is used, put the Lectionary on the shelf of the ambo so when the Deacon/Father comes over to the ambo, he will have a place to set the Book of Gospels. Go down the steps then bow and return to seat. 
If there is a Deacon, you are finished until the recessional at the end of Mass.  If there is no Deacon, you will read the General Intercessions (Petitions). When the congregation is near the end of The Apostle’s Creed and you hear the last “I believe”, that is your cue to go get the Book of Prayer Concerns.   It will be on a stand in front of Mary's Altar. Hold it at chest level facing front, bow at the bottom of the steps, then go to the ambo. The General Intercessions will be in the back of the Book.  When finished, bow again at the bottom of the steps and return the Book of Prayer Concerns to the stand.  Return to your seat.
Recessional/After Mass 

At end of Mass go back to front of Altar to the side, genuflect when the Priest genuflects process out.  The order is  Altar Servers, Lector, EMOC, Deacon, Priest.
After Mass, when the recessional song has been completed, the Lector should return to the altar to retrieve the Lectionary and the Book of Gospels to return them to the Sacristy.
***If two lectors are scheduled, they must decide between the two of them who will do the opening and who will read each reading. If there is no Deacon and/or music, they will also need to decide who will do the Responsorial Psalm and General Intercessions.   Also whoever does the first reading can return to their seat, the do not have to wait for the second lector to read.

Guidelines for Lectors

1. Those who serve in the role as a lector should realize that it is a ministerial function in the community, and should exercise it in a spirit of faith and service.

2. “All taking part in liturgical celebrations, whether ministers or members of the congregation, should do all that pertains to them, and no more, taking into account the rite and liturgical norms (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 28).”  Therefore, those serving as lectors, especially at the Sunday Eucharist, should not serve in any other capacity at that particular celebration. 

3. This ministry is open to women, men and children, who have been fully initiated.  They should be practicing Catholics, in good standing with the parish community and possess a love of the Scriptures. 

4. The lector designated to proclaim the readings from Scripture, should have both the perspective and the ability to understand the Word, and must proclaim the sacred texts from a standpoint of faith. Therefore, preparation for this ministry should include both study of the scriptures and prayerful reflection on the passages to be proclaimed. 

5. Good communication skills are necessary for anyone who proclaims the Word of God.  Pauses, enunciation, phrasing, and the speed with which one proclaims should be well practiced.  Silence after the readings is essential.  Readers use the text as written; they do not add their own words. 

6. Lectors must be attired in such a way that shows respect for the dignity and solemnity of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

7. Ordinarily lectors should carry the book of the Gospels slightly elevated in the entrance procession at the Sunday celebration. Thus the assembly sees the Book of the Word and the respect with which it is held.  When a deacon is present, he carries the book of the Gospels.  The lectionary, however, is never carried in procession.  (GIRM 2000, 194, 120) 

8. If the lector is walking in the entrance procession, he or she makes a profound bow to the altar with the other ministers and walk to his or her place.  If, however, the lector is carrying the Book of the Gospels, the profound bow is omitted and the lector goes immediately to the altar and places the book upon it (GIRM 2000, 194). 

9. The psalm is usually sung, and is the role of the cantor.  The psalm as part of the Liturgy of the Word is proclaimed from the ambo.  However, if there is no cantor, the psalm is read by the lector “in a way suited to fostering meditation on the word of God (GIRM 2000, 61).” 

10. The Book of the Gospels is not carried out at the end of the liturgy. 

Frequently Asked Questions

How will I know when I am scheduled to read?

You will receive a lector schedule from the Scheduling Coordinator. Note the dates and the reading assigned. If you are unable to read on that date, you are responsible for finding a substitute.
What if I am at a Mass and there is no lector? 
If you are aware before Mass that there seems to be no lectors, then by all means go into the Sacristy and offer your services. Your help will be welcomed. If you make it a habit of always reading the upcoming Sunday readings in advance, you will be prepared to serve as lector at any Sunday Mass. 

How do I prepare my assigned reading?

Practice reading ALOUD multiple times. Read slowly and clearly.

Become very familiar with the text. When practicing, project your voice as if speaking to people in the back of the church. Read the workbook notes and the other readings for the day. If you read with a family member, it is always a good idea to prepare both readings. In the rare instance where the other lector is unable to read, you will be ready to fill in. 
What should I wear?
Proper dress is requested. For men: a suit or dress shirt and tie. For women: a suit, dress, skirt and blouse, or pantsuit. For all: please, no tennis shoes or jeans. Your attire is a symbol of the importance you place on your ministry. 
I am unable to find my schedule. Where can I get one? 
The Lector Schedule is posted on the St. Mary’s website. A hard copy is in the Sacristy. If you have no access to the internet, the best option would be to call another lector to determine when you are scheduled.  You can call the parish office during regular office hours. 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
Charlie Long (new Lector orientation/training) crlong2566@aol.com
Carolyn Wood (scheduling /administrative/email communications) iaam@msn.com, 240-401-6274
Prayers Lectors
Daily Prayer for a Lector

 
God of power and might, give me the desire to do your will daily.
Help me come to the scriptures with a heart willing to be refreshed and renewed.
May I be nourished always by your word.
I ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen
A Lector’s Prayer before Mass

 
Almighty God, as I prepare myself to read, still my heart.
Help me immerse myself in the scriptures to hear your message in them, that I may proclaim your message to others.
I ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen

Lord be in my heart and in my mouth to read the holy Word of God.
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen
Thank you for volunteering to serve the parish in this way. The ministry of lector is one of the most visible roles of service at liturgy. We appreciate all of you who are willing to take that ministry seriously, prepare well for it, and help the community's Scripture reading become the living Word of God.
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